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The United States faces an enduring challenge in the form of transnational terrorism, especially from violent 
extremist groups led by al-Qaida. Advances in intelligence, technology, and planning have improved the ability 
of the United States Government (USG) to disrupt terrorist activities and take action against those who would 
harm innocents. However, these tactical activities are only part of the larger endeavor of counterterrorism. It is 
necessary to deprive terrorists of the recruits they require, and to make the environments in which terrorists 
operate less permissive, and those among whom they live less tolerant of their actions. 

The USG strategy for countering terrorism continues to rest on four strategic pillars: protecting and defending 
the homeland, attacking terrorist networks, preventing terrorist acquisition and use of weapons of mass 
destruction, and countering violent extremism. To accomplish these objectives, foreign partnerships and 
partnership capacity must be expanded and transformational, enduring platforms to ensure the eventual success 
of the War on Terror created. 

The USG strategy seeks to disaggregate terrorist networks, breaking the links between and among terrorist 
groups and undermining the conditions that support them. This effort is structured at multiple levels: a global 
campaign to counter extremism, regional programs to deny terrorists safe haven and respond to transnational 
threats, and bilateral assistance programs designed to strengthen governance, support the rule of law, and reduce 
the appeal of extremists. 

One key innovation to address terrorist safe havens, which almost always take advantage of poorly governed 
areas, particularly those astride national borders, is the Regional Strategic Initiative (RSI), led by the State 
Department Office of the Coordinator for Counterterrorism. The RSI has resulted in new initiatives and 
programs to enhance partner capacity to counter terrorism. It serves as a key element of the State Department's 
strategy for implementing NSPD 46, the President's National Strategy for Countering Terrorism. For example, 
as a result of RSI initiatives, interdiction and training programs have been shifted to the Suluwesi Sea "terrorist 
transit triangle" to prevent terrorist travel from safe havens in the Southern Philippines to attack and recruiting 
sites in Indonesia and elsewhere in South East Asia. 

Programs discussed in this publication are funded through the Department of State. The U.S. Agency for International Development 
does not currently provide direct assistance to CT. 
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